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Методична скарбничка міста Новограда-Волинського
 


“Pros & Cons” 
Опорні лексичні  таблиці 

з англійської мови 

Гудь Олена Олексіївна, вчитель англійської мови 

Новоград- Волинського колегіуму

Англійська мова 

6-11 класи
Sport
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	- keeps your feet
	- too competitive



	- helps you concentrate  on studying
	- makes people who don’t like it feel excluded



	- encourages team building


	- creates conflict

	- makes people feel proud


	- some sports are risky

	- makes people behave in a less selfish way


	- successful sportsmen are extremely ambitious

	- doing sport is a very sociable and enjoyable way to look after yourself


	 

	- makes you feel and look better


	 

	- it can also help you to lose weight
	 


Extreme sports

	For
	Against

	- popular with teenagers

- adrenaline rush

- challenging your body

- doing something different

- danger is exciting

- sense of achievement

- fun
	- risk

- dangerous

- you need reliable equipment

- accidents


Travelling

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	By plane

	· the fastest way of travelling 

· you can visit many countries

· the seats are comfortable

· you can sit back and relax, read, eat, sleep during the journey

· air transport is really safe compared with road transport
	· tickets are rather expensive

· it depends upon the weather

· you run the risk of being delayed

· you can’t stop wherever you wish

· you can see only the clouds

· some people refuse to fly for fear of accidents

	By train

	· rather quick

· you can see the country you are travelling through

· you can sit back and enjoy the view 

· you can read, eat, sleep

· you can have a meal in a restaurant car

· there are no traffic jams
	· it’s not the fastest or cheapest way to travel

· you may be delayed

· you can miss your train

· you can’t stop wherever you wish

	By ship

	· pleasant

· you can relax

· you can see sea-gulls and waves

· sea liners are comfortable, they have shops, TV lounges, restaurants, bars

· if you go by boat you can stop and swim in the river

· you can see a lot of interesting places
	· rather slow

· you may suffer from sea sickness

· it’s sometimes dangerous because of storms 


Travelling
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	By car

	· the most convenient way to travel

· you can go as slowly or as fast as you wish

· you can feel free in a car to go where you want

· you decide when and where to stop

· you have the freedom to organize your own time-table, so there’s no danger of missing appointments

· you need no tickets

· you can enjoy beautiful nature, magnificent views

· you can park the car on the side of the road, get out and go wherever you like
	· cars need petrol which is rather expensive

· cars pollute the air

· driving is stressful

· you may need somebody else to help share the driving, map reading and petrol money

· it’s not pleasant when you ride on a bumpy road or get a flat tyre or when you get stuck in the mud

· there is also a possibility that the car will break down or you will feel travel sick 

· in towns it is rather a nuisance with traffic jams or hold-ups, round-abouts, detours

	Cycling

	· you can ride faster or more slowly

· you can go where you want

· you need no tickets

· you need no petrol

· you needn’t keep any time-table

· you can stop wherever you wish

· you can keep fit

· cycling is very useful for your health

· it’s easier to park a bike than a car

· you can see interesting places, enjoy beautiful nature, fresh air

· it’s fun and enjoyable
	· a slow way of travelling

· you can’t go far distances

· you can’t ride a bike for a long time

· cycling depends on the weather and season

· it is very tiring

· cycling uphill isn’t much fun


Travelling on foot. Hiking

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	· it’s rather safe and cheap

· you need no tickets

· you can enjoy fresh air 

· it’s good and useful for your health

· you can stop when and where you want

· you can make your own time-table

· you admire the beauty of nature

· you can see and enjoy picturesque places

· a good time for friends to spend some days or even a day together in the forest, on bank of the river or in the countryside

· it teaches us discipline

· you learn to overcome all kinds of hardships
	· the slowest way of travelling

· sometimes it’s troublesome, tiring and even dangerous

· it depends upon the weather and season 

· it’s not pleasant if the weather is bad or you got lost

· you are quickly tired


Public transport
	· economical

· opportunity to meet other people

· it doesn’t depend on the weather

· environmentally friendly 
	· often overcrowded

· it may be stressful

· is slow and uncomfortable

· is not the right choice for people who want to have status and privacy




Getting around the town/city

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Walking

	· you don’t have to wait and pay

· you can stop wherever you want

· you can see a lot
	· you get tired

· it isn’t very fast

	By bus

	· you can see a lot

· you don’t get tired

· it’s cheap
	· you have to wait at a bus stop

· you have to pay

· it isn’t very fast

· sometimes you have to change

	By trolley-bus

	· you can see a lot

· you don’t get tired

· it’s cheap
	· they run only along the electric  lines and always need electricity

· you have to wait at a  stop

· you have to pay

· it isn’t very fast

· sometimes you have to change

	By tram

	· you can see a lot

· you don’t get tired

· it’s cheap

     
	· they run only by rail and need electric lines

· you have to wait at a  stop

· you have to pay

· it isn’t very fast

· sometimes you have to change

	By subway

	· you don’t get tired

· it’s cheap

· it’s fast
	· they run only by rail and need electric lines

· you have to wait at a  stop

· you have to pay

· it isn’t very fast

· sometimes you have to change

· you can’t see a lot around you

	By shuttle minibus

	· you don’t get tired

· it’s fast

· you can see a lot
	· you have to wait at a stop

· sometimes you have to change

· it’s expensive

	By taxi

	· you don’t get tired

· it’s fast
· you can see a lot
· you don’t have to wait at a stop
· you can go wherever you want
· it’s comfortable
	· it’s the most expensive way of getting around the town



	By car

	· you don’t get tired

· it’s fast

· you can see a lot

· it’s comfortable

· you can go wherever you want
	· sometimes it’s difficult to park the car

· it’s expensive

· traffic jams


Foreign tourism
	Pros
	Cons

	· foreign tourists leave their money which enriches the home economy

· due to tourism new jobs in hotels, restaurants, museums and other places of interest are created

· foreign technology and investments that come with foreign tourism can improve the country’s economy

· countries which do not encourage foreign tourism may miss the benefits it can bring
	· tourism negatively influences the environment of the country

· tourists can push up the cost of living for the locals who are used to paying low prices

·  the development that arises from the influx of tourism can destroy places of natural beauty as hotels and entertainment complexes spring up

· the culture and way of life of the locals may also be affected by foreign influence 


Living in a city
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	· more possibilities to find work

· there is usually a choice of public transport, so you don’t need to own a car

· there are a lot of interesting things to do and places to see

· there are a lot of cultural centres

· you can eat in good restaurants, visit museums, go to the theatres, cinemas and concerts

· there are a lot of places to get education

· medical service is at it’s top, because the best medical forces are concentrated here

· there are a lot of physical facilities, sports centres

· there are parks and squares, fountains and flower-beds

· the living standards are higher

· big cities have all modern conveniences

· the city and civilization go together

· people live with more ease and comfort

· city life is full of bustle and variety and you never feel bored

· city life is much more exciting
	· busy world of streets, buildings, traffic and crowds

· living in a city is often very expensive because of high prices

· it is particularly difficult to find good, cheap accommodation

· big cities are noisy, crowded and polluted

· public transport is often crowded and polluted

· public transport is often crowded and dirty, especially in the rush hour

· you have to cover too long distances every day

· you have to get up early in the morning to get to work

· you are always in a hurry

· standing in queues, waiting for buses

· stray cats and dogs

· unhealthy life

· there is a lot of crime and violence

· despite all the crowds, it is still possible to feel very lonely in a city

· people feel separated




Living in the country

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	· peaceful and quiet atmosphere

· unpolluted environment, fresh air

· enjoyable countryside

· beautiful nature around you

· fields and meadows

· pure water

· natural healthy food

· life among friendly, open-hearted and kind people who are ready to help you

· keeping domestic animals

· working outdoors

· people have their own gardens and kitchen-gardens, they grow fruit and vegetables

· in summer countryside is the best place for rest

· you can go to the forest to gather mushrooms, swim in the river or lake, go fishing


	· it’s difficult to find work

· getting up very early in the morning

· hard physical work

· in summer you are very busy working in the fields, in the garden

· no modern conveniences and comfort such as central heating, gas, running water, inside toilets and a telephone

· hospitals and schools are located far from patients and pupils

· the bus service is not very reliable

· bad connection with cities especially in winter

· awful roads

· no educational institutions 

· no shopping centres with a big choice of goods

· no theatres, cinemas, art galleries, exhibitions, museums

· always the same faces and you can’t get away from them

· people like to gossip

· country life is boring 




Shopping in a supermarket
	For
	Against

	· Supermarkets offer an excellent range of different goods to choose from.

· A variety of hot products.

· You can choose any product you like.

· You can see and touch the goods.

· You can buy various goods in one shop.

· It’s very convenient.

· No queues near the counters.

· It saves time.


	· While shopping in a supermarket, you usually can’t limit yourself to your shopping list.

· Supermarkets use modern advertising techniques to make us buy more than necessary.

· Shoppers in supermarkets are often unable to fight the desire to buy extra products.

· If you go shopping when hungry, you’ll buy too much food

· Very often queues near the checkouts. 


Keeping animals in zoos

	For
	Against

	· zoos are good and useful places

· visiting zoos is a popular recreational activity

· zoos help people understand how animals live

· zoos teach people about the problems facing wildlife and about conservation

· zoos are refuges for some species of animals that are in danger of extinction in the wild

· zoos are becoming increasingly active in the struggle to save the world’s vanishing wildlife

· wild conservation is one of the most important jobs of zoos

· zoos breed and protect endangered species to increase their numbers

· zoos provide scientists with living laboratories in which they study animals
	· zoos are prisons for animals

· some zoos have very bad conditions for keeping animals

· animals often have little space to live

· people are in a habit of feeding animals, as a result of overeating forbidden food animals can be sick, seriously ill and even die

· animals should live in the wild


Animal testing
	For
	Against

	· for advances in medicine

· new vaccines against fatal diseases

· it has allowed us to find cures for many illnesses

· allergic reactions to cosmetics (if you think it’s worth risking the health of animals to protect people from this)

· medical experiments on humans (animal testing eliminates the need for this)

· cost considerations

· learning more about human anatomy (without having to use people for experiments)

· using animals for food, clothing, etc. (if these are fine, why is medical research not)

· it is impossible to move forward in science without experiments on animals
	· it is immoral and unnecessary

· experiments on animals are cruel and inhumane

· animals suffer during the experiments

· the treatment of laboratory animals

· the life of a person or the life of an animal (depends on your view)

· experiments on animals cannot be 100% true for people

· vivisection can be replaced by careful observation

· animals should be taken care of and not used for human benefits




Television
	Pros
	Cons

	· TV is WOW – window on the world

· TV plays a very important role in our life

· it is a powerful source of entertainment and information

·  TV is the door through which the whole world can enter our homes

· it extends our knowledge about the world we live in

· it develops our imagination

· a lot of channels

· a variety of really interesting programmes: informational, political, musical, educational, sporting and different games

· we are informed about the latest world news

· we can get a lot of useful information on educational channels

· we can often see things on TV that we can’t see in real life such as concerts or special events

· television makes people argue and discuss things, think and talk more

· television is one of the mighty means of forming people’s character, ideology and outlook

· television has become an essential part of our modern life


	· a lot of people are TV addicts

· television rules their lives

· people spend too much time in front of the TV

· people become lazier

· they go out less often

· they read less

· people get fatter because many of them are used to constant eating in front of the TV 

· there’s too much violence on TV now

· too much television is bad for children – it’s unhealthy

· television distracts children from spending their pastime in the fresh air

· TV is bad for people’s eyes

· TV is like a drug: people get addicted to certain television series and they simply can’t switch it off

· too many TV channels make it difficult to choose what to watch

· television is a terrible waste of time

· television may be the cause of many disputes and conflicts in the family

· there are too many mindless programmes

· there are more entertaining than informative programmes on TV now




Soaps

	For
	Against

	· they are at a regular time of the day

· they let us get away from our problems

· they give people good advice on how to solve problems

· they are a chance to laugh and cry

· they give people something to talk about

· people enjoy predicting what is going to happen


	· watching soaps can make us unhappy with our own lives

· they are always predictable

· they are boring and dull

· no actions, mostly conversations

· soaps are for housewives and pensioners




Emigrating

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	· a new start in life

· more possibilities to find a well-paid job

· opportunity to get high-quality education

· this is an opportunity to learn a new language

· better living and cultural standards

· better health service 

· better climate

· better ecology

· life is interesting and exciting

· human rights and law are on the first place
	· the language barrier – maybe you don’t speak the language

· culture shock – a feeling of shock and anxiety you have when you go to another country that is very different from your own

· it takes time to get used to a new country, it’s people and the way of life

· nostalgia – you miss your native country, birthplace, relatives and friends

· emigrants are usually second-rate citizens

· emigrating is an expensive business 


Computers

	Pros
	Cons

	· computers are essential part of our lives nowadays

· much time can be saved by using a computer

· with computers employers can do their work far faster than in the past

· using the Internet

· computers can be educational and fun

· from a very young age children can gain basic computer skills through programmes that allow them to learn, draw and play

· in today’s technological world this knowledge can only help them in future

· computers are a useful addition to our fast-moving world of high technology
	· computers can do many tasks more efficiently than humans, this has led to high unemployment in many countries

· computers can actually cause health problems: endless hours in front of a screen can cause eye strain and headaches which have serious side effects

· computers are here to serve us – not to replace us




Using the Internet

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	· it is one of the most important and rapid ways of communication

· you can have a telephone call

· you can watch a film

· it provides banking, teaching, taxpaying, video-conferencing, medical help

· finding information (all of the latest information is available)

· on-line shopping

· playing games

· sending e-mail

· joining chat groups

· joining news groups

· making new friends


	· using the Internet is expensive

· finding what you want can take you hours

· multimedia web pages with photos, music and video are attractive but they make downloading slow and boring

· there is too much advertising instead of real information

· making chat friends is not the same as actually meeting people

· it’s like a drug – you can’t stop

· it’s ghastly that there’s no censorship of what’s on it




Mobile phones

	Pros
	Cons

	· a big benefit for people

· modern means of communication

· you can use mobile phones everywhere: at the seaside, in the forest, in remote villages etc. at any time

· you can send SMS and MMS

· you can play games

· you can listen to music

· you can take photos

· you can use the Internet

· mobile phones can now replace many other products such as cameras, calculators, radios, alarm-clocks, digital music players
	· possible health risk

· increased danger to road users

· at school they draw away pupils’ attention at the lessons

· children are in a bad habit of talking on the mobiles for a long time

· modern mobile phones are rather expensive


Advertising

	Pros
	Cons

	· it is the mover of progress

· some advertisements have useful information

· they inform us of new goods, give us a lot of information about different products

· producers can’t help advertising their goods

· people would rather buy well-known, well-advertised goods

· advertising makes watching TV entertaining

· many adverts are funny, interesting, well done

· commercials are mostly liked by children

· advertising has become a part of our life
	· goods of high quality don’t need any advertising at all

· most of advertisements do nothing but tell you to buy 

· advertisements often cause people to buy things they don’t need

· children buy well-advertised fast food which is not useful for their health

· there are too many commercials on TV, especially at prime time

· the most interesting films and popular programmes are interrupted a lot of times by commercials which last long-even for 10 or 15 minutes

· it annoys, irritates people, makes them angry and nervous

· adverts are often trouble-some, sometimes dull or boring

· the worst thing is the advertising of cigarettes and alcohol. It should be banned.


Seasons

	Pluses
	Minuses

	Spring



	· early spring is the most pleasant time of the year

· nature awakens after it’s long winter sleep

· spring is the beginning of new life

· birds come back from the southern countries

· the first flowers appear: snowdrops, violets, tulips, daffodils, lilies-of-the valley

· it’s warm, the sky is often blue

· nice holidays: Women’s Day, Easter, Victory Day, Mother’s Day

· the season of love and romantic relations


	· in March it can be still cold

· the snow melts and it’s slushy

· you suffer from lack of vitamins

· in May schoolchildren have a lot of tests, prepare for exams



	Summer

	· it’s a wonderful season

· the days are long and the nights are short

· the sun is shining brightly and the sky is always blue

· it’s rather warm and often hot

· the flowers are in blossom and the trees are green

·  the best rest opportunities

· you can go to the seaside

· you can go to the forest and gather different berries

· you can go fishing

· the countryside in summer is great

· a lot of children go to the rest-camps

· the best season for travelling and tourism

· we feel on top of the world
	· sometimes it’s too hot

· the heat is unbearable

· in June schoolchildren and students have exams



	Autumn

	Pluses
	Minuses

	· the golden season

· the trees are yellow, brown and red

· September is a velvet season

· “Indian summer” in September

· the season of fruit and vegetables

· the harvest time

· you can go to the forest and gather mushrooms

· beginning of a school year

 
	· the days are getting shorter and it often rains

· it’s windy and it often rains

· birds fly away to warm countries

· November is the darkest and gloomiest month of the year

· people often feel depressed for days if the sky is overcast and the sun doesn’t shine

· the damp and rainy days make people moody

· health problems – exacerbation of chronic diseases



	Winter

	· it’s a magic season: gentle snowflakes, sparkling carpet of snow, incredible patterns on the windows made by frost

· you can ski, skate, sledge, make a snowman, have snowballs fights

· the best holidays of the year – Christmas and New Year

· February, 14 – St. Valentine’s Day
	· the coldest season

· the sky is often grey

· it’s frosty, cold and windy

· the days are short and the nights are long

· nature “sleeps” – bald trees, no green grass and flowers

· winter is a difficult time for birds and animals

 


Wearing school uniforms

	For
	Against

	· If everybody wears uniforms, it’s cheaper – students can’t show off their trendy clothes.

· There’s more equality if everybody wears the same clothes.

· School uniforms discipline students.
	· School uniforms are expensive.

· Uniforms are less comfortable than students’ own clothes.

· Wearing compulsory uniforms limits students’ freedom.




Single sex schools 

(rather than mixed schools with both boys and girls)

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	· better discipline

· better attention

· better knowledge

· pupils are friendlier
	· it’s boring

· no fun


Leaving home – flying the nest

	Good
	Bad

	· independence

· new experience

· new friends

· more exciting life


	· a lot of everyday problems

· cooking, washing yourself

· missing parents because they are not near

· life in big cities is very expensive


Living in a flat

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	· all modern conveniences and comfort: central heating, gas, hot and cold running water, inside toilets, lifts, balconies


	· high rent

· running water contains chlorine and is not tasty

· it’s cold in October and April when the flats are not heated

· noisy neighbours

· dirty entrances, broken lifts, inscriptions on the walls and litter near the buildings

· you spend much time inside




Living in a house

	· clean yards

· wells with pure water

· flowerbeds with beautiful flowers near your house

· a garden with fruit-trees

· a kitchen-garden where you can grow vegetables

· you can keep domestic animals such as pigs, cows, rabbits, ducks, hens etc.

· you spend much time outside breathing fresh air
	· no modern conveniences such as central heating, hot and cold running water

· outside toilets

· it takes a lot of time and forces to keep the house and household in order


Prenuptial Agreement (Contract)

	Pros
	Cons

	· it regulates relationship between two people

· it’s a great weapon against marriage swindlers

· you can be sure that you won’t have a lot of problems with your common life

· you have to help and fulfil each other’s basic needs

· opportunity to plan your life

· co-ordinated family life

· conveniences for both partners

· fair distribution of money and property in case of the divorce

· it makes people be responsible for their deeds
	· marriage is love agreement but not prenuptial contract

· you have to live according to certain rules

· life with contract is boring and isn’t full of different happy events

· it’s not interesting to live when everything is planned so well

· your future is forseen 

· you must always think how this thing or another will depend on the contract

· nothing is spontaneous

· you can’t enjoy natural feelings with your spouse

· contracts kill love


Being single

	Pros
	Cons

	· you are free and independent

· you have a lot of free time which you can spend as you like

· you decide what to do, nobody controls you

· you can change your partners


	· you are lonely

· there is no person who is near, who can understand, support and help if something goes wrong

· you have to do all the thing yourself (cooking, washing up, ironing etc.)

· living with a husband (wife) can be happy and interesting


Being married

	· you live with a person you love and want to be together

· you can have children who’ll make your family stronger

· you can share your problems with your spouse and s/he will understand, support and help you

· you overcome difficulties  
	· restricted freedom

· you must work hard to keep your family

· great responsibility

· a lot of family duties

· you can’t break your relations quickly


Marriage

	· society would not exist without marriage

· marriage is important for the children

· marriage keeps couples together
	· marriage is unnecessary

· a marriage licence is a worthless piece of paper 

· marriage restricts freedom 

· a lot of married people get divorced


How to write a for-and-against essay

When we write a for-and-against essay we can divide it into four paragraphs.

In the first paragraph, we state the topic.

In the second paragraph we write the points for, explaining each point.

In the third paragraph we write the points against, in the same way.

In the fourth paragraph, we sum up the topic and give our opinion.

We use present tenses in such pieces of writing. We can also use words such as: also, however, on the other hand, firstly, etc to list our points. 

Plan

1. Introduction

    state the topic

2. Main body 

a) points for

b) points against

3. Conclusion

     sum up the advantages and disadvantages

Useful Words and Phrases

advantages/disadvantages

pros/cons

pluses/minuses

good/bad points

for/against

First of all/Firstly/To start with

I would like to begin with…

Secondly…

On the one hand…

On the other hand…

One advantage is that/on the plus side

Another point is that/what is more/moreover

For example/for instance

The main reason is…

Another reason is…

One disadvantage is that/for one thing

I think that/in my opinion

especially/particularly

because…

We well know that…

It’s also true that…

Taking into account…

It goes without saying…

That is why…

In spite of/despite

In general/generally…

On the whole…

Finally/last of all

To sum up/all in all

In conclusion/all things considered
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